Relations between theory and practice are also very much the focus of the second section of this volume. "Speaking About Small Literatures in Th eir Own Language" was originally the title of a panel at the 21 st congress of the International Comparative Literature Association held in Vienna in 2016. Th e panel was organized by Liina Lukas, Katre Talviste, Jeanne E. Glesener and Vanesa Matajc, and the call invited speakers to refl ect upon the position of small literatures in the global literary space. Th e term 'small literature', in this context, designates a literary culture characterized by small number of authors and readers, limited international visibility and dissemination. Th e panel was intended to launch a discussion about the specifi cities of this type of literary culture and the search for ways of studying them independently of the categories and descriptive models originating from large and globally infl uential literatures. Th e independence can be only relative, since one characteristic of small literatures is an enhanced sensitivity to developments in central literatures of high visibility, diff usion and infl uence. Th is sensitivity has considerably infl uenced the selfdescription of small literatures but has also led to the realization that constructing objects of study on the example of diff erently structured and positioned literary cultures is oft en inadequate to account for key aspects of their own structure and functioning.
Th e panel's goal was to look for possible new descriptive models that emerge from the comparison and modelling of the empirical cultural experiences of small literatures and for ways how these new models could contribute to the study of trans-and international literary relations and practices. Discussions were opened by Jeanne E. Two of these papers are now published in the second thematic section of this issue of Interlitt eraria. Th e third that accompanies them has partly emerged from further work on the subject, partly from other forums and networks of cooperation, being based on papers originally prepared for the panel "Th e Romantic (Be)Longing and National Poets: Imagining a Nation in European 19 th -Century Literatures" (organized by Marijan Dović) at the 2015 conference of the European Network for Comparative Literary Studies. Th e problematics of the position, interaction and structure of small and minor literatures are att racting increasing scholarly att ention in Europe and worldwide. It is a fi eld of largely unexplored practices and a potential source of new theoretical thought. With this issue's thematic section, Interlitt eraria provides its fi rst, and hopefully not the last, contribution to the study of this topic.
